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THROUGH TRASHYJOURNALISM

France 2 Seeing what it wants to see.

Journalist Expresses Doubts, Admits Scandalous Title “Too much”, Report“not subtle”
national TV. The image shown to all of
France? A “Trashy Fac,” “the lowest
ranking in France” with “lots of strikes”
which produces graduates with no job
prospects.
The report, broadcast on November 3 on
France 2, as part of a program entitled
“SOS Jeunesse Cherche Avenir,” followed
Marie, a young woman trying to enroll in
L1 LEA, then shows Mirail LEA Masters
graduates who are having trouble finding
work.
High (or Low) -lights include puddles on
the floor of a lecture hall, and a pre-fab
classroom packed with over 200 students.
The Mariner, in a spirit of journalism
lacking in some national news media, went
straight to the source, Complement
d’Enquete reporter Fabien Chadeau.
Mr. Chadeau expressed doubts last week
about his notorious report “Fac Poubelle”,

saying that the title was “too much” and biased
viewers’ impressions of the “not subtle” report
that follows. He said the title was chosen by his
Editor in chief.
He was aware, he said, of the “noise” and “mess”
on the France 2 forums in the wake of the show
and of “people saying it was a ‘bullshit’ report”
and commenting that it reflected a “caricature” of
the Mirail. The forum has now disappeared from
France 2's website.
He acknowledged that Marie, the student
featured, was “not very happy” with the portrayal
ofthe university.
Mr. Chadeau did not seem concerned about the
negative reactions. This was, he said, “the same
thing every time when you say something bad” in
a report. His aim however, was “not to say the
Mirail was the worst,” but defended his use of
statistics, which he said he “did not imagine.”
Gabriela Pfeifle, Public Relations Coordinator at
the Mirail, and former LEA teacher, disputes
this. The program’s claim that “just 45” students
graduate with an M2 in LEA each year is

deceptive, she said. M2 LEA has limited
enrollment, and only accepts 45-48 students a
year based on a dossier. The report does not
mention this fact. The small size of the class is
maintained to assure personalized attention from
teachers.
Decline in enrollment of900 in L1 LEA to 45 at
the end of M2 is presented as shocking, when
in fact this represents 2 separate degrees.
No word yet on the drop off in
enrollment from L1 to M2 at La
Sorbonne, Mr Chadeau’s
university.
Additionally Ms. Pfeifle
contests the editing of a
sequence from the
report...
Continued on
page 7

CH
SP RIS
EC TM
IA A
L S

Babouty nowit, you,
you’ve probably seen it, read
heard about it. The Mirail on

The Mariner's Christmas Guide
Gift Ideas
It's not a
present ifyou
pay for it.

Don't know what to get
that specialsomeone for
Christmas?
How about 750€ to buy
the domain name
"www.dsk.fr"? It's for
sale at www.sedo.fr. Just
like DSKhimself, it
wouldbe the gift that
keeps on giving.
Honestly, why has
nobody bought this yet?

Classic
Egg
Nog
Recipe
Come Caroling with the Mariner!
Make the holiday drink at home. Cheers!
Don't sit on his lap, kids. Photo: Dodo

Ingredients:

12 eggs, separated
6 cups milk
2 cups cream
2 cups bourbon

Directions:

1+ 1/2 cups sugar
3/4 cup brandy
2 teaspoons ground nutmeg

Serves: 8 [editor’s note: or 2
Mariners]

Beat the egg yolks together with the sugar for approx. 10
minutes (you want the mixture to be firm).
Very slowly, add in the bourbon and brandy - just a little at
a time (Don't drink too much...yet.)
When bourbon and brandy have been added, allow the
mixture to cool in the fridge (for up to 6 hours).
30 minutes beforeserving, stir the milk into the chilled yolk
mixture.
Stir in 1+ 1/2 teaspoons ground nutmeg.
In a separate bowl, beat the cream until it forms stiffpeaks.
In another bowl beat the egg whites until stiffpeaks form.
Gently fold the egg white mixture into the egg yolk
mixture.
Gently fold the
cream into the egg
mixture.
Serve in cups,
garnish with
ground
nutmeg.

Mark your calendars, the Mariner and friends are going
caroling...we'll sing Christmas carols for the good people of
Toulouse, at Capitole, at Place Wilson and at as many
pubs and bars as we can find.
Singing in public...it's fun!
Bring your Santa hat, a warm coat and your favorite hot
Christmas punch...or try our Egg Nog recipe. It's great!
Don't worry ifyou're not a good singer (we're not.) We'll
bring phtocopies ofthe lyrics for you.
Thursday December 15, 8:30pm. Check our Facebook
event for details.

Artist's
Impression

Front
National
Rips
OffMariner!
MarinerThreatens Fascist Youth League with LegalAction
I

magine our surprise recentlywhen a friend sent us a link
explaining that the Front National Hitler-Jugend "Jeunes
pour Marine" -a sort offar-right Biebliever fan club- had started
a newspaper.

A newspaper called Les Matelots. A 4-page newspaper. With
nautical imagery. Les Matelots….The Mariner? The bastards.
The FN was ripping us off.
And not even well. Their thing is boring! A history of Clovis?
C’mon. The only (unintentionally) funny part was the editorial,
in which the passionate young editor Julien Rochedy confesses
to waking up in a sweat from dreams of putting flyers into
mailboxes for “Marine”…hmm. A little Freudian, wouldn’t you
Above: Uncle Fester Addams, Paul-Alexandre Martin. (Left or right? You decide)
say? (Flyers…into…mailboxes….get it?)
Trawling the internet, we learned a little more about Rochedy. It
turns out he’s not a mouth-breathing skinhead bully-boy; he’s a
floppy-haired, romantic, Nietzsche-loving bully-boy who writes
essays with titles like “Le Marteau.” (Hint, he’s the
hammer. Don’t be surprised when he insists you call
him that.)
The only thing worse than a young fascist prick is a
pretentious, pseudo-intellectual, fascist prick, with
an Oedipal love for Marine and a Madonna/whore
relation to La France. We’re not saying there’s any
evidence Rochedy has ever date-raped anyone. But
is there any evidence that he hasn’t date-raped
anyone? In the meantime, ladies, ifyou meet Julien
at a party, don’t turn your backon your drink.

Right:The offending title
andlogo, with homoerotic
symbolism.
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Paul-Alexandre Martin, publisher of the crappy
propaganda rag, on the other hand, can be seen
online wearing a banker’s shirt (white collar, grey
shirt) unbuttoned to the 4th button. Dick.
So that’s the stunning team that brings you the
“Les Matelots.” We have to admit, it does have
fewer typos than the Mariner, though.

We decided we needed to respond forcefully. We
sent a strongly worded “cease and desist” letter
(thanks, Google!) to Paul-Alexandre Martin,
the publisher, asserting that they are infringing
on our trademark by stealing our name and our
logo, and damaging our reputation by
associatingThe Mariner with the FN. We cited
Article 8(1) (b) ofthe CTMR, even though we
don't know what that means. We also explained
that the homoerotic imagery oftheir logo was
confusing to our readers: we’re 100% gayfriendly, but we don’t “cater exclusively to
LGBT issues.”We believe it is the first “cease
and desist”letter ever
to use the words “butch lesbian” and “twink.”
We trust theywill be happyto hear from us.
David Finkbr

au
Legal Advisor
The Mariner

We gave them 1 month to change the name
of their newsletter or we promised we’d
pursue legal remedies. What could possibly
go wrong?
Anyone knowa good lawyer? Anyone in LEA L2 or higher?
We’ll keep you informed of any developments. In the meantime, if you're hanging around the MIE, don’t be
surprised ifbaseball bat-carrying thugs come around looking for us. We put the MIE as our postal address.

Undercover at Infosup
N

ovember 10, 2011. This day could have
been a regular day for The Mariner. Well
it wasn't, because we went to lose ourselves at
INFOSUP which took place at the Parc des
Exposition from November 8 to 11. January
wasn't good enough anymore.
At 10am we were there already. What
did we see? A unique show which can only be
put on by INFOSUP! Flocks of high school
students in poor condition were waiting. They
were in a state somewhere between vegetative
and total consternation.
There were two ofus at INFOSUP: my
assistant, Julie and me. Each of us had her own
objective. Julie had to follow closely a high
school student through her searches. As for me I
went to the D.ang stand to see what it looked
like. Our goal was quite simple. We wanted to

by Elsa Martres. Additional Reporting by Julie

answer this question: Is INFOSUP useful or
useless?
Let's follow Julie first. She was with
Marion, from Casteret High school and in her
final year ofBAC Pro. Her path was laborious.
She knew exactly what she wanted to do so she
went immediately to see the cops and the army
because she wants to be a reservist. Lucky day
for her! She got all the answers to her
questions. We’re gonna be honest with you.
She was more excited by the fact that she was
in Toulouse than the possibility of getting
information.
Now let me tell you about what I did
then. I played a heroic role there. I rescued
these poor students who were on a quest for
information. I won't talk to you about every
one but I’m gonna tell you what I learnt about

this little game I played. First of all,
teachers were quite euphoric to see a
Mariner at INFOSUP. I have a press badge
to prove it, you know! Students were
surprised at first and then my presence was
like a blessing for them. They could ask me
the real questions they wanted to ask.
All in all, we can say that
INFOSUP is useful if you meet the right
person but especially INFOSUP is the
occasion for students to do nothing for
eight hours.

Rate Your Courses
A Mariner Initiative:

I

n thousands of universities around the world, students give
valuable feedback about their courses at the end ofeach semester.
In asking students to fill in “Course Evaluation Forms,” universities
solicit the students' impressions of the curriculum, the teachers, the
materials and resources used, the methods of evaluation, and the
overall learning environment. This information is then passed along
to the department administration, who are able then to better
understand the strengths and weakness of the education they
provide. The department leadership shares this information with the
teachers and staff, and together they are now able to strengthen the
academic program based on insights from the students, both the
largest segment ofthe campus population and those most affected by
the university's workings.
Bizarrely, this system doesn't exist at the Mirail - we know we've
never been asked about our educational experience here. So The
Mariner is initiating a program ofcourse evaluation, in the hope that
the student feedback will enable the teachers and administration to
better understand the effect they have on the students, and to modify
and ameliorate the different programs they offer with the new benefit
of an organized collection of student insight and ideas. The majority
ofthe questions come from www.CollegeSurveyServices.com and are
commonly asked by other universities in other countries.

Some things to keep in mind:
•
This is a unique opportunity for you to express your thoughts
about your education. The clearer and more constructive you can be, the
better. Course evaluations are often criticized for containing biases, for
example those based on the teacher's gender and ethnicity, personality, or
even appearance, so try to keep that in mind. Also avoid the temptation to
rate easy courses higher than hard ones – we want our school to strengthen
its academic programs, not weaken them. Of course, if a course is
excessively demanding, or if a teacher behaves unacceptably, this is
important to indicate.
•
This is a brand new initiative, and it will likely be imperfect. We'd
like to hear your comments – about the questions, the collection of forms,
the process, or even the idea. Send us an email at:
the.mariner.news@gmail.com.
•
This in not notemonprof.com or note2be.com. The information
we collect will be given directly to the administration, and will not appear in
any abusive or inappropriate form. To be clear, The Mariner is not against
these sites. On the contrary, we are amazed that they are illegal in France,
considering them as valid a form of expression as any, and one that no one
should have a right to deny. With this present initiative, however, we're not
getting involved with these issues, as we're not creating an open forum that
anyone can complain about. We're collecting constructive information and
forwarding it to those responsible for the students' education.

Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Cut along the dotted line. (You won't lose any valuable Mariner material!)
Fill out the form about 2 classes you took this semester. (One class per side.)
Find the 'Course Evaluations' box in the English Foyer. One of the attractive and helpful bar-staff can help
you find it.
Ifyou need or would like additional course evaluation forms, you have the following options:
• Photocopyyour Mariner. If'you've alreadyfilled in the evaluations, this won't work. You'll need to
photocopy your friend's Mariner.
• Download the PDF from our website http://themarinernews.wordpress.com/
• Look for additional forms at the Foyer or around the department. We'll try to make some extras
available.

Please Cut Here

Please Cut Here

Summer ofLove

Contributors

I

Growing Up &Breaking Free with the Beach Boys &Madonna by Amanda Pardue

n the mid-1990s, Madonna was everywhere –
except on my Walkman. In the southern US,
where a conservative interpretation ofthe Bible is
widely accepted, musical genres that aligned with
traditional cultural values were deemed
appropriate for our sensitive teenage ears and
developing moralities. At that time, Madonna
was THE highly controversial twenty-something
pop star. SEX, her first published book, featured
her in soft-pornographic images, and her 1992
album Erotica was required by law to display a
“Parental Advisory” sticker on the cover for
explicit sexual content.

One band approved ofby parents everywhere was
The Beach Boys - a “surf-rock” group formed in
the early 60s, known for its smooth tunes
idealizing youth culture in southern Cali. While
Beach Boys' lyrics are corny and repetitive, they
relay a clear underhanded message about women’s
role in our culture. That being: women are to be
physically attractive and readily available to men.
Take for example the song “California Girls”, that
generalizes women from “all around this great big
world” based on superficial qualities and sexual
performance, in “Summer of Love” the Beach
Boys reassure the listener that they make it a
point to see a girl in her bikini before taking her
out on a date, and in “Little Deuce Coupe”, the
BBs employ the pronoun “she” on the genderneutral word “car”. It would seem that to the BBs,
women - like cars – are objects for men to possess
and control, and essentially must to look good
and be a great ride to merit mentioning.
With so many red flags, how did this oversimplification of women’s worth go by
unperceived by my liberal parents? Why was
Madonna – a strong, independent, female figure –
seen as a menace to morality and banned from our
radios, while blatantly misogynist lyrics were
considered a form ofwholesome entertainment?
At an early age, I came to subscribe to the harsh
reality that in the US - as in most other cultures
around the planet - female sexuality is only
acceptable when controlled by men. I accepted my
adolescent body-acceptance issues and sexual
insecurities as personal flaws, rather than look to
the culture that nurtured these ideas. In the late
1960s, while women were burning their bras in
Atlantic City for female liberation and gender
equality, the BBs were topping the charts and
filling concert halls nationwide with their trashy
ideals.
Maybe we should have burned a record store
instead.
note: The Beach Boys are currently on tour.

"Look at them thighs!"...."Who us? Objectify women?"

Mirail Called Trashy Through
Trashy Journalism, cont.
Ms. Pfeifle claims that what appears as:

1. Marie is looking for her timetable > 2.
Teacher explains the system > 3. Marie is
stillconfused

in fact happened in this order:
1. Marie is looking for her timetable > 3.
Marie is confused > 2. Teacher explains the
system > 4. Marie understands (not shown)

The Mariner emailed Mr. Chadeau to
confirm this claim, but has received no
response.
The Mirail may be a big, dirty, smelly,
difficult place to navigate, but that's not
the entire picture. The report made no
mention of the many very competent
professors, the generally quite rigorous
curriculum, and the number of
extraordinary opportunities for learning
outside the classroom, all of which The
Mariner can vouch for. IfTF2 was trying
to report objectively and fairly, they failed.
What they ended up with was trashy
journalism.

The Mariner is edited in a hidden backroom
office attached to the English library of the
Mirail by Casey Heagerty and Paul Scanlan.
The Mariner's masthead was designed by the
very talented Florent Guth, and other
contributors are credited as they appear. The
Mariner would also like to thank Dave
Finkbrau for his help, and all the Finkbraus
that helped in the creation ofthe Mariner.

We're always looking for new
ideas, new talent, new readers,
new support, and new ways to
spread to get our message out
there.
Come visit us online.
Want to Write forThe Mariner ?

the.mariner.news@gmail.com

Read the Mariner online at:

themarinernews.wordpress.com

Stay updated with Facebook at:

Armando's Feel-Good Moment:

Those D.ang Events:

Master Your Erasmus Vs. Teaching Assistant
by Lucile Rouet
Card
he two main options to live abroad are being a student (through the Erasmus
hristmas is upon us,

Cthe youstreetscannotareescape
it, T program) or being a teaching assistant. So which one to choose? First, you need
full of to know that in order to be an assistant you must have passed the L3 whereas you only

obsolescent
lights
reminding you “have you need to have passed L2 for Erasmus.
LOCATION – as an student of English, you have the choice among cities
done your Christmas shopping yet?”
in the UK and Ireland (check out Mirail's website). The CIEP provides a list ofthe
I don’t know if it is appropriate in this time countries in which you can be an assistant. But you may, like Louise who taught at a
of recession and energy crisis to become a grammar school in Halifax, West Yorkshire, find a school yourself and – and if the
shopaholic and enjoy the fluorescent neon school agrees – potentially end up teaching at the school ofyour dreams!
light of the shopping centre, that’s as
MONEY – you will obviously earn a living as a teaching assistant but it
tasteful as a tuning car’s decoration. Well depends on the school or university. Generally, assistants are paid quite well. Pauline
maybe I am kind of a party-pooper because for instance, who taught at Webster University in St Louis (Missouri) earned $550
I don’t think that everything is hunky dory every other week and had her rent paid for. As an Erasmus student, you receive an
around me and as soon as they turn on the average of 120€/month and other financial help is available through the Midibright lights on the streets, the pressure of Pyrénées and the CROUS. Besides, finding a student job in the UK is easy as pie.
Christmas season is crushing me and I feel
EXPERIENCE – Erasmus students have more ofa student life and end up
as low as a forgotten glove on the with a large group offriends from all over Europe. There is no rule for assistants, but
pavement.
it is true that you might not be surrounded by party animals. Generally, you have
more chances to live among foreigners ifyou are an Erasmus student, and to live as a
Nevertheless I always try to look on the local if you are an assistant. Finally, it may be a life-changing experience. Claire for
bright side and try to spread sweetness instance, found her true love among the students of Dickinson College in
around me like a hippy, skipping with a bag Pennsylvania.
full ofcandy.
I put a lot of thought into the gift I plan to
give. I listen to what my friends and family
need: the little simple things. For example if
you have a friend who is a fan of brownies,
try to offer him some when he least expects
it, do not wait for Christmas day for
that…and if it is homemade, kudos! It
shows that you care.
For you family’s gifts, I recommend you
surprise them with something that you
cannot find at Fnac -homemade gifts.
You can make a Christmas card, primary
school style that will take you the same
amount of time as if you were actually
queuing at the Fnac. I’ll give you a little tip
to make it a perfectly childish drawing: use
your right hand if you are a lefty like Ziggy
or your left hand if you are right-handed.
For sure you’ll melt your grandma’s heart.
If you’re not a very arty person and writing
a song and a poem is not your cup of tea,
you can write a nice personal letter with
very fancy paper and envelopes. Add some
wax and string to seal it at the end.
So put down your Visa and grab a pen and
let’s create some Christmas magic. If some
Grinch calls you cheap because of that
make him some cookies to choke on it.
Merry Christmas everyone.

Take the quiz...

WHICH PROGRAM SUITS YOU?
What brand ofbeer do you prefer?
<3 Carlsberg
# I don't like beer
&Stella Artois
* Budweiser
Which ofthese dishes do you prefer?
&cassoulet
# haggis
* canned kangaroo meat
<3 chickenTikka Masala
WhichTV shows do you prefer?
<3 Misfits
* Flight ofthe Conchords
&Plus belle la vie
# Glee
Which ofthese bands do you prefer?
<3 The Clash
*The White Stripes
&Didier Super
"Ifsome Grinch calls you cheap because ofthat
# Christophe Mae
make him some cookies to choke on it."
-Armando

Majority of &: you clearly enjoy what France has to offer, and you probably
won't find your place in an English-speaking country
Majority of <3: you have a close affinity for the UK and therefore maybe
Erasmus would give you the chance to have a British experience sooner.
Majority of *: you feel closer to English-speaking countries other than the UK,
you maywant to travel there: being an assistant is for you.
Majorityof #: really?

