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Not you Erasmus, Asians - you’re the best!

About the Mariner
You are reading the Mariner! The greatest free
monthly English-language student newspaper
in France

Dis-United Kingdom

Aye or Naw - Scotland’s Choice
by Erik Kruse, Erasmus, University of Glasgow

FREE! and worth every penny.
MONTHLY! or whenever we don’t run out of
money. Entirely funded by the Mirail, who give
us cold hard cash to drink beer and print photos
of monkeys.
ENGLISH! Not just for karaoke and
chatrooms.
STUDENT-run! By students for students.
NEWSPAPER! We have a website, but in our
hearts we know print journalism is the way of
the future.

Yaldi!

FRANCE! Because nobody’s perfect.
Find the Mariner in Bat. 31, the English Foyer,
the Arch, the MIE and in trash cans all over
campus.
Want to join the Mariner? Check our Facebook
for info.
Have something to say? Ideas for a story? A
corection? Some hot gossip? A dirty joke? Send
us an email: the.mariner.news@gmail.com
Write poetry? Sorry.

The Mariner is a monthly student newspaper edited
by Casey Heagerty and Paul Scanlan with the help
of Alex Herpe and André C. Valente and proudly
funded by the Université de Toulouse II since 2010.
The Mariner takes its journalistic responsibilities
very seriously. The Mariner’s masthead was designed
by the talented Florent Guth, and other contributors
are credited as they appear. The Mariner would also
like to thank Dave Finkbrau for his help, and all the
Finkbraus that helped in the creation of the Mariner.

Contact the Mariner
the.mariner.news@gmail.com

facebook.com/themarinernews
Twitter: @themarinernews

Read the Mariner online at:
themarinernews.wordpress.com

I

n September, Scotland will vote to
either become an independent
country or remain part of the UK.
The result of the referendum could be
important to Europe and the rest of
the world.

The traditional Scottish salute of the Queen.

on which they’ve placed their nuclear
toys. If the UK starts breaking up
internally, how much longer can it
hold on to its status as an influential
global power?

The issue could have international
repercussions too. If this small, five
million-strong nation can become independent it would set a precedent for
other hopeful separatist movements
like those in Corsica, Catalonia, the
Basque Country or Texas(!) to name a
few. If Scotland can break away from
On the other hand many want to a UN Security Council member why
remain part of the UK, believing it not them?
offers a stable economy and influence
in world politics.
Despite the minimal media coverage
of the debate here in France, it is an
It’s only been three hundred years important situation which could set
since Scotland and England became in motion a realistic possibility for
an item but in that short time they small states to break away from larger
have done a lot – controlled an empire motherlands and be successful alone.
together, got rich and built modern We only need to look at Scandinavia
Britain.
for confirmation that small successRecently, however, Scotland has ful countries are not necessarily an
started complaining that it does not idealistic dream.
have enough sovereign power. Since But a split is far from sure. As of
1999 Scotland has had its own par- February polls suggest only 29% plan
liament, but big decisions on taxes, to vote “Yes” to independence, with
foreign policy and the budget are still 42% against. But many Scots remain
decided London.
undecided – 29%. The issues still beThe Scots are more left-wing too. ing debated are small details like EU
While the UK is currently governed membership, what currency to use
by the Conservative Party, only one and generally how things are going
out of 59 Members of Parliament rep- to work in an independent Scotland.
resenting Scotland is Conservative. Many argue that all this is too optiThis highlights the difference in po- mistic to work. Others want to try to
litical mentality the pro-independence start something new and different. All
movement is trying to capitalize on. we know is the new British flag would
The rest of the UK is suddenly a bit look rubbish without Scotland, which
scared of losing their brothers in kilts, could be the Scots’ final revenge on
which would mean giving up around the English.
10% of the UK population, £6.5bn of
North Sea oil a year and all the land
Many Scots want independence as
they think the UK government in
London doesn’t represent their interests enough and that a small, nonnuclear country that doesn’t illegally
invade Iraq is the way forward.

Right: Jehovah’s Witnesses are an
introduced species.

A little further, at the bottom
of the steps there sometimes
are these weird Jehovah’s
Witness guys next to a little
wheeled stand, ready to spread
God’s will – well, the Watchtower’s version of it anyway.
Their pamphlet is worth taking, if you want a brainwash
or a good laugh. Remember,
only 144,000 of you will get
into heaven!

First off behind the doors are
the free newspaper guys, with
their beautiful green, red and
blue jackets matching their
newspapers colors are used
to attract prey. They are the
alpha predator, they hunt in
packs and are at the top of the
food chain. They magically get
there before everybody. Fact:
Nobody has ever seen them
arrive.

Right: 20 Minutes Alpha
predators on the hunt.
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The area around the Swamp of
Redoublement, which appears
on rainy days, is the hunting
ground of the nightclubs.
Clubs like l’Opium, Studio
One or La Fabrique, try to
lure you in to their parties
with pretty girls in cowboy
boots and jackets handing over
flyers promising wild nights of
cheap alcohol.

5m

Morning Migration Route

Fig. 1: Student Migration Patterns

Summary: In the morning, after being squeezed into the subway, the
first breath of fresh air you get is on the Rue du Mirail – the long walk
between the subway and the university. There, you surely came across
all these creatures desperately trying to get their handbills from their
hands to yours. Each group inhabits a distinct stratum of the ecosystem.
This study is believed to be the first scientific attempt to observe these
organisms in their natural habitat.
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Conclusion: In the end, even if it is not interesting
or if you’d already got it, even if you’re going to
throw it away 5 seconds later you might as well
take it. The person who handed it to you will go
home sooner.

Further on by the cars and never far from a trash
can are the girls distributing tracts for the fitness
center. You all know it because these girls are always
here. They seem sad because they understand that
everybody already got their flyer 100 times and
nobody wants it again.

ute

Migratio
Lunch

Just after the gates is the territory of the Free Georges
Ibrahim Abdallah dudes and
the Marxist Workers Monthly
guys, fighting for their beliefs.
And a little further, guys
fighting for social security,
but not fighting too hard, as
shown by their tracts full of
typos. This species is registered as endangered

Submitted for peer
review.
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Speaking of jackets, our next
specimen hides, turtle-like, inside
an enormous brown sheepskin
one. The man inside has a luxurious mustache and hands out his
tracts in a very peculiar way. He
passes them out sparingly: the
perfect technique to catch you
and start a conversation. If you
get caught he will explain that it
is a collection of quotations and
since printing is not free he has to
ask you for change if you want it.

The Rue de l’université du Mirail Ecosystem - A Study of Handbill Biodiversity
Author: Robin Filippini, Tractology Ph.D Candidate (& L2 LEA)

D

I recently discovered it’s forbidden
to bring and heat your own food
in our beloved RU... I don’t know if it
was the case in the old building, I only
ate there once last year.

vote blague!

D

So, we had a great idea: we would like you
to be our "organe officiel" (nothing sexual,
I can promise)... We would mention your
name on our program, you would speak a
little (or a lot, if you want so) of our great
project on the next paper (if you have any
suggestion, well, tell us...) I know, it's probably too late (you can see how serious we
are.) But, maybe you could change your
mind if I mention my two Serbian friends
Slobodan and Miroslav who are now waiting just behind the door.
So, just a proposition. It's up to you.

C

And then I was ... on my ass. Literally. I
mean I suspected they wouldn’t allow
us... But knowing they actually do makes
me want to go to war against it.

ear Mariner,

The reason why I write you this
email (which self-destruct in a
few minutes) is simple: we read you sometimes, and we like you. And we may have
something to suggest (but it's very late, I'm
afraid). As you may know, there is some
kind of election in a few weeks (I don't remember, it's probably on the 25th or 26th of
this month...) And... Well, we are "unto the
breach", once more. I guess you don't really
want to have any implication: of course,
this "election" is more like a big joke. But...
We are not really like the others. I know, it
sounds clichéd, but it's true. As proof: our
name. "Brigade Lumineuse d'Assainissement
Général de l'Université et de ses Etudiants"
(which makes: BLAGUE!!! HAHAHA,
it's funny). As you can guess, we are very
serious candidates. I send you our program
(which will be rejected by the commission
in a few hours, if everything's right), even
if it's in French (and if you refuse to stop
writing your horrible language, you dirty
perverts), maybe it'll please you.

ear Mariner,

Rename the fac “Universite de Toulouse 2 Le
Mirail Phare du Monde (Artist’s impression)

The Mirail in 2020 under BLAGUE governance

Best wishes, kind regards and all that
kind of things (and sorry for my
English, but you're sons of the Malevolent
Beelzebub, so...)
—Q

Dear Q,

While we won’t be your official organ,
because we’re not in anyone’s pocket, we
support your amazing manifesto 100%,
particularly the planned jazzy & experimental lounge bar in the main library.

To All Readers: We endorse BLAGUE
without reservation for the student
elections. Vote BLAGUE on March 26!
— The Editors

The university provides us with a restaurant. Ok. But it’s like Disneyland: you
buy our food or you get the hell out!

[Are we supposed to eat] in the arch’s
atrium for instance? Yeah. Where it’s cold
with pigeons flying around and without
micro waves ... And no room for anyone,
also.

And them using health issues as an excuse ... it feels like a big finger saying “We
are the CROUS. We give you a restaurant
for you to buy our food. If you want to eat
yours, bring a sandwich... (Oh, and we
have to pay a fortune to the genius who
designed the circulation inside.. mazes
aren’t cheap... “
I know I’m really mad about this, but
come on, am I the only one who thinks
it’s a too much of a foutage de gueule?

Isn’t there an article to write about this?
Or a poll, I don’t know... You’re the newspaper ;) I’ll help you with what I can.. In
the meantime I’ll keep heating my own
food there and see if they try to stop me.
Good bye and read you soon!
— Paul

Dear Paul,

We’re with you buddy! You should have the
right to re-heat your 2 day old fusilli & pesto
anywhere you want. We’re on the case! And
congrats on your guerrilla-microwaving
campaign..Fuck the Man! — The Editors

Old Mariner Competition Winner

ongratulations, Marion, L3 translation
and interpretation
French-Sign
Language,
you are the winner of last
month’s competition!

In February we announced
our awkwardly named
“What Should We Do with
Marion’s prize...the official Mariner
Our Old Mariners” CompeT-Shirt. Now you can recognize her
tition. We have hundreds of
under her giant Mardi Gras head.
left-over Mariners at Mariner HQ , and we wanted some cool ideas for what to do with
them.
Marion surprised us with a suggestion that is both practical and
intelligent. “Practical” and “intelligent” were not what we were
expecting from our readers. We loved: 1) Her concept of cutting
up Mariners and throwing them to the wind 2) “sprinkling
culture on heads” and 3) Her offer to get a beer. Thanks Marion,
you win a t-shirt! And hundreds of old copies of a newspaper!

Here’s Marion cool letter, translated:

I’m a member of ACT’S, which has a float in the Toulouse Carnival.
I often go to the hangar where all the associations participating in
Carnival do their work. I noticed the Mirail had a stand reserved.
I don’t know how -we’ ll figure out a way - turn the copies of the
Mariner into confetti!

That would reduce expenses for the Mirail association. It would be
environmentally friendly recycling, because the papers wouldn’t just
be thrown away but used for something else [ed. note: for throwing
away, but who’s counting?] On top of that, it would be as if we were
sprinkling culture onto the heads of the drunk young and not-soyoung people partying alongside the Carnival floats. Maybe that
would even make them want to come to the university...
If there’s too much confetti, come give it out at the hangar, everybody
can make use of it. (Metro Pata d’auca, behind La Serre co-working
space)

This project really deserves to be talked about over a beer if we want
it to work out right. You choose the date and the place, I’ ll bring the
chips!

On Campus
Onward & Upward with the Arts:

Student
theater
Brings the
Laughs
You will be mezmerized

T

he Universcènes theater festival
went from Monday 10th to 25th
March. During the festival you
could attend several plays, in different
languages, at La Fabrique. More particularly, you could go to a play in English!
Hey, wait! There were even TWO plays in
English this year. How come? Apparently,
once again this year, many students were
interested in joining the Sœurs Fatales
troop. Nevertheless, the play chosen required only FIVE FEMALE actors. How
unfair is that? :-( Luckily, the students,
being very motivated, came up with their
own project! Thus, this year, there were
TWO plays in English on the program:
Playhouse Creatures by April de Angelis,
which had two successful performances
and The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon by
Don Zolidis. The Brothers Grimm crew
are coming back for one last show , on
April 8th, so you still have a chance to
catch them.
Members of Les Sœurs Fatales told The
Mariner all about the fun it was to
act together in The Brothers Grimm
Spectaculathon.
Among the ten students-actors some
have more drama experience than others but they
all share their advice,
experience and opinions one with another.
Everyone participates in
giving ideas about the play
and the ten members of the
troop progress as one. All the actors
and directors interviewed told us
about how friendly the atmosphere was at rehearsal,
how they

by Alice, L2, LLCE English, with reporting by Rocío Aguilar Amado, L2 LEA
created a great bond among them that they
will miss once the play is over. “It’s been a
great experience, I’ve met a lot of people.
I’m trying new things, that I haven’t tried
before. The play is so funny and the people
are kind and warm,” Paul said. “The play
is really funny,” Manon confirmed. Sam
added that it was really fun getting into
strange characters and having to wear
crowns and wigs!

The Brothers Grimm

Spectaculathon

Tuesday, April 8th
Salle Le Cap
Paul Sabatier

What is the play about? Well, a troop of
amateur actors decides to stage a produc8pm
tion of the Brothers Grimm’s fairy tales.
But they are amateurs so...it doesn’t really
In English! With French subtitles!
go as expected.. To see how it ends up,
The actors really gave themselves on stage,
come watch the play.
their energy and endurance were impresI was already curious to discover what this sive. Most of all, they made all of us specSpectaculathon was, but, after meeting tators laugh very, very, very much!
the actors who were genuinely extremely
enthusiastic about the play, I wanted to This is my first review and I always enjoy
being a tough critic but, guys, you gave
watch it even more.
me nothing to complain about. The show
Apparently, word had spread was a real treat.
that those guys were good
because on Friday, 40
minutes before the doors
opened, a dozen of people
How to join the Sœurs Fatales
were waiting impatiently.
More and more people ar- You might be wondering if you have to be
rived - so much so that a student in English to become a Sœur Fain the end La Fabrique tale … Well, not at all! Whether you are
was practically full. studying English at Le Mirail or simply
like the language, you can try to be part
of the adventure have fun with a bunch of
new pals and improving your English at
the same time! To join, watch for posters
in September
Full disclosure: co-writer Rocio is part of the cast
of the Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon. The
editors and several Mariner contributors have
been members of the Soeurs Fatales. That’s why
we’re publicizing their stuff. Not because of
the sweet, sweet cash money they kick us back.
Plus, y’ know, we have culture coming out our asses.

Vox Pop

The word on the street...

by Alicia, L1 Philosophy

Everyone agrees - “Jean Jaurès” is a stupid name for the university. But that got us wondering... “What would be a
good name for the fac?” So we set out and asked students for their opinion. Obviously, we were the first to do so.

The university is in the Mirail
area, why change its name? But
if I had to rename it… I would
call it Spinoza! University is a
hub for philosophical discussions
and exchanges after all.

I don’t really know whether it
should change its name or not.
But I would call it Lancelot!
Why? Because it’s my name.

Marion, L1, social economics
I didn’t even know the name was going
be changed! I think it should stay Le
Mirail. I like it. It gives the university
an identity.

Yohan, M1, psychology

Florent: The name Mirail is the university’s
identity, it wouldn’t be right to change it!
Urm if I had to rename it…
Petit Pierre: Daft Punk! Sarkozy!

Florent: …I’d call it Brassens. He suits this
place.

“Should the
Mirail change
its name?
What would you
call it?”

Lancelot, L1, social economics

No it shouldn’t change its name!
Calling it Mirail is a good opportunity to prove to everyone that this
badly reputed area is actually a place
of learning, a place for students.
Mirail is the only name for it!

Petit Pierre: No, only joking [about Daft
Punk and Sarkozy]. It should be called
Ghandi. I love him! A peace fighter…

Léo, L1, Social economics

Florent, L1 sociology and
‘Petit’ Pierre, L2, social economics

Salomé, L1, philosophy
Jean Jaurès is a terrible name… this is a modern university
and it deserves a more original name. I would call it either
Koltès (he’s a modern author who does something for me…
he illustrates today’s youth in a very realistic manner), or
Brecht! Yeah Brecht is good. His plays are amazing, both
modern and sensitive… just like the Mirail!

Dave, L?
LOL! The university should definitely change its name how about Weinerville!!! haha no how
about Fac U!!! HA. Anyway ‘Jean Jaurès’ is stupid because that’s already in the center of
Toulouse and there’s a freakin Jean Jaurès in every city in France and what did he do anyway?

Welcome to UTJJ?
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On February 24th University President Jean-Michel Minovez wrote a top-secret
letter announcing the fac is changing its name from “Mirail” to “Jean Jaurès”
We weren’t sure what to think about this UTJJ name change, so we asked an expert
whose opinions we trust - esteemed philologist Professor Tertius Pickles. The following
are Prof. Pickles’ reflections...

“To the whole University
community”

When were students
supposed to Find out about
this? Aren’t they part of the
university community? They
didn’t get an e-mail. There’s
nothing on the website...

“ ‘Ghettoization of an immigrant
population, social disarray, youth
unemployment ...and poverty’ ”

Students at the Malaysia or
Vietnam campus don't understand
"Mirail"

Historians agree, if Jaures saw such
misery, the Socialist hero would
say “Neighborhood’s shit, get
me the hell away from here!”

Yes, Jean Jaures is like a rock
star in South East Asia
“How can we call Mirail if
there's a campus in Foix?
It’s confusing!”

How much
will this
cost? We
can't even
afford soap!

How can we call it University of Toulouse if there's
a campus in Foix? We
may never know.
“Changing the name of the fac
could improve the
neighborhood's image”
Seriously? I don’t think
anyone really
believes that.

The President’s suggestion
that resistance to the
change is due to the
far-left not liking Jaures*
is absurd & insulting

*Le Figaro Etudiant, 10/3/14

Distinguished Professor, Tertius Pickles

You Can Hack That Shit:
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We Bought the
Fac’s New URL!

www.univ-jeanjaures.fr
If we own the web address
that means they CAN never
change the fac’s name!

Go to the website to see what’s
there (It’s probably monkeys)

Armando’s Feel-Good Moment:

I

bought a new
phone I was
pretty proud
of. It has real
buttons that you
can touch! I like
that because the
cool, digital stare
of virtual buttons
on a smartphone
screen creeps me out
and makes me doubt
if anything is real. Do
you get that or is it just me?

I rage: iRage

off her iPhone. This went on for a little
while and I tackled this situation the same
way I would face a wild bear — I played
dead. When she realized that she wasn’t
about to get a reaction from me she left
with a grin. I was a little upset about it
and thought: “Hang on, why should I be
lampooned by a hard-core Apple fan?”
First I want to clarify something, I do
not think that all Apple fans are soulless,
dull, lemming-like people. I just know that
the phoniest people I’ve ever met were all
Apple enthusiasts. What really bugs me is
that Apple followers deeply think that they
are better because they feel part of a BS
It’s not so easy to find a phone with real kinda community. I cannot stand iPhones
actual buttons these days. It wasn’t until because they are the ultimate way to say:
I’d had my new phone for a couple of days “Fuck you poor people; the crisis isn’t my
that I realized that it is one of
problem.”
those ones with XL keys for old
people who can’t see or whose
is also hard for me to
I tackled What
fingers shake. I was still happy
swallow is that, even if I don’t
this situation care about this brand, I still
with it though.
the same know that the last iPhone is
Then a chance encounter trig- way I would called the 5S and its Hispanic
gered my romantic rage. It all
cousin is named the 5C. How
occurred at the Uni Library. face a wild do I know that? Because it is
bear — I
A classmate, while passing by,
apparently worth front-page
interrupted me in the middle of played dead. real estate every time Apple
some serious linguistics studylaunches a new phone. If you
ing. She pointed to my brand
want my opinion, what should be a headnew ‘unsmartphone’ (which has a better line news about this company is the way
ring than ‘dumbphone’) and started to they manufacture those precious phones.
crack some jokes about it, even showing Apple’s users seemed to have a selective

memory about it. Here is a little reminder
for them.

In 2012 Apple’s major contractor, Foxconn
faced a wave
of suicides
among its
employees;
in 2013 the
same contractor used
students on
internships Armando’s old phone
to cut its cost
of labor. If the students refused to work
during the 11-hour-straight shift they were
threatened with having their diplomas
invalidated. That sounds almost as bad as
LEA. I do not want to sound too naïve
about it. I know that I probably sweat
in sneakers with soles glued by Chinese
children, or that my skin-tight jeans were
cut by a two-fingered Indian. But the difference here is that iPhone users are more
likely to be Biocoop enthusiasts, and they
bought the most expensive phone in the
market to clean their soul. All I want to
say here is that if you have a smartphone,
good for you. And if you have an iPhone,
kudos, but maybe curb your enthusiasm
and do not make fun of people who choose
to get an old-school phone.

You Can Bomb That Shit:

OBAMA’S DRONE WAR

J

anuary marked the 5th anniversary of Obama’s first drone
attack, which paved the way to a new and debatable form
of war.

The so-called “drone war” was a reaction to global terrorism,

by Lucie Pebay, L3 English

though it raises a number of ethical issues. As a result, the
numbers of anti-drone movements and protests denouncing
the inhuman killing as an abuse of power have increased.
Those against the use of drones contend that these unmanned,
armed aircraft subvert the rules of law by being at the same
time judge, jury and executioner.

Last May, in a speech on national security and counterterrorism, President Obama himself admitted that his war
was ethically questionable, noting: “To say a military tactic
is legal or even effective, is not to say it is wise or moral in
every instance.” But the US government defends its position
by praising the positive aspects of this new weapon: as well
as preventing American soldiers from being killed on the
battlefield, its precision is supposed to avoid civilian casualties.
But the U.S. government has not been particularly transparent
in this regard. Civilian casualties are in fact still occurring.
This last decade in Pakistan, approximate figures demonstrate
that of a total of 3646 people killed by drone strikes, 951 were
civilians, and 200 were children. In addition to this, between
1128 and 1557 people have been reported injured, which calls
into question the actual precision of the drones.
Violence might not be the best way to push back and contain
terrorism. Since America set foot in the Middle East, its popularity has not stopped decreasing among locals. The violence
of drones has led to stronger animosity, which might actually
increase the number of potential terrorists.
A whole new game. Photo credit: Central Intelligence Agency

Drones, in a sense, illustrate America’s impossibility to get out
of the war’s vicious circle.

